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America a full and accurate report of the confer•
cnce, -besides whatever official documents thle
conference would issue. Lcdebour withdrew his
objections and the conference unanimously voted
that I be given full rights without any restrictions
whatsoever in the proceedings on the same basis
as the other delegates. I then stated that none
of my votes or statements were to be taken as
necessarily- expressing the views of the Socialist
Party of America or be binding upon it in any
way. except· as I referred to official expressions

IJ

of the party.
The call for the next conference at Viehna
was signed by individuals and not by parties. I
did not feel that my signature. under the circwn•
stances, would mean enough to warrant my sign•
ing. The same applied to the signing of the manifesto. Hence I abstained from signing either.
FraternaJly yours,
JOSEPH GOLLOMB,
Hotel Regina, Paris.

MANIFESTO
Adopted by the Conference of Socialists called together internationally and held at
Berne, December 5--8, 1920.
The world war has opened a decisive struggle
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie for
the conquest of power. The immediate result of
the war is the domination of the world by British
and American capita1ism, leaving on the continent
the predominance of French militarism and in the
Far· East of Japanese imperialism. In the first
stage victory has strengthened the power of capitalism and sharpened the oppression of the working class in the victorious countries. At the same
time there has issued from it a system of world
domination directed primarily against the proletarian revolution in eastern and central Europe,
and against the aspiration for liberty of oppressed
nationalities and colonial peoples. The victors
tried to break down by blockade and by intervention the Russian Soviet Republic, the advance
guard of the social revolution.
They are profiting by the economic dependence of the vanquished countries of central
Europe. to hinder the development of the proletarian revolution in these countries. They are
using the counter-revolutionary forces in Hungary,
Poland and Roumania as mercenaries not only
against Russia but also against the proletariat of
central Europe. They are also helping the counter-revolutionary movements in Germany, Austria and in Czecho-Slovakia. They menace the
revolutionary movement in Italy by threat of
blockade and make the small states instruments
of their will by the weapons of economic reprisal
and financial pressure. They drown in a sea of
blood the aspirations for liberty of the peoples
of the near and middle East.
But ·this system of capitalist domination is more
and more in opposition· to the economic necessities of life o_f the proletarian class even in the
victorious countri~s. The blockade against Russia
and the economic destruction of central Europe
caused by the iniquitous peace treaties are excluding the· greater. part of Europe from the 'Ytorld
· market. Thus not only the peoples of Eastern
and Central Europe ·are thrown into intolerable
~ant, thereby affording the bourgoisie opportunity for the hatching of counter-revolutionary and
nationalist propaganda, but also west European
and American industry is deprived of its greatest
markets and in consequence great unemployment

crises are appearing among masses of the people.

In addition. the workers of the western coutries are
threatened with a reduction of wages, when the
workers in the& vanquished countries are forced
to work at lower wages; and thereby the standard
of living of the western workers wiU be lowered
for mariy years.
In view of all these facts it is necessary to concentrate all the forces of the proletariat and to
put to the front the ultimate socialist demands.
To the world policy of the capitalists ·the workers
must oppose their own world policy. It is the part
of such a policy to defend with all its might Soviet
Russia against the attacks of the capitalist western
powers, to oppose strenuously the plans and counter-revolutionary intrigues of the French imperialists; to break the chains which European imperialism has fastened on the revolutionary movement
in Eastern and Central Europe; .to help the oppressed peoples of subject nations and in the
colonies to recover their liberties and thus to unite
air the revolutionary forces in the world in their
fight against imperialism.
This task can only be accomplished by the
world ·proletariat on the principles of Socialism
enforced by the inflexible determination to use
all its forces to that end in a powerful international organization. The world war has destroyed
the· Second International, not because it was unable to prevent the war-the product of capitalist developmnt-but beca·use the parties within it capitulated before capitalist imperialism;
and instead of uniting all the strength of the
proletariat they took the side of one or the· other
capitalist groups and made it impossible for themselves to work for the ending of the war.
The Socialist conferences at Zimmerwald and
Kienthal demonstrated e,·en early in the war that
it was possible to formulate a policy guided by
Socialist principles; and also showed that the Second International, which was -incapable of such
a policy, failed to fulfill its historic mission. The
result of the failure of the parties within the Se.
cond International has been that the workers
within the different countries were kept apart by
hatred and suspicion. It was thus that the Second
International was destroyed. It exists no more.
The organization which is now called the ..Se-
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cond International"' is but a union of parties which

-form' the purely reformistic wing of the working
-dass movem~nt; and- they misunderstand the historical and -theoretical necessities of the revolutionary class. stuggle ·when °thcy restrict the working: class to democratic methods. without regard
to the •special phases of development in the various countries. In practice they abandon the revolutionary class struggle for the capture of power
by the- proletariat ·when they enter into coalition
with bourgeois parties on merely reformist lines.
The same parties have during the war destroyed
the mutual confidence of the workers of the various nationalities in one another. Therefore the
..Second International.. is not able to organize the
living -forces of the class-conscious pt"oletariat and
ia only an obstacle to the unity of the ·working
dass.
The Communist International describes itself
as the Third International. thus arrogating to it-

aelf the privileges of continuing the historical work
of the First and the Second Internationals. But
in practice the international of Moscow has been
aimply a union of communist parties;. and it cannot become anything else so long as it maintains
the resolutions of its second congress. The Communist International wants to apply the methods
of the peasant and proletarian revolution in Russia
to the revolutions in all other countries without
any modifi~ation and prescribes these methods
for all other working class parties. It tries to abolish the ~utonomy of the different socialist puties.
which alone are capable of judging the actual
conditions in their particular countries and of determining the means to be used for the purposes
of the working class in these countries. It insists on
impo,ing on these parties the will of an international committee armed with unlimited power; and
to force upon them a form of· organiztion determined by the special conditions in Russia, regardless of the diverse conditions and the special circumstances in which the class struggle has tc be
waged· in the different countries. The Third International works deliberately to shatter all socialist parties- which do not unresistingly submit to
its dictation. It seeks to make the trade unions in
each country subservient to the communist paTtie"s of those countries; and it creates division in
the ranks of the Trade Union International. which
today is the only united class organization of the
workers. It tries to replace in each country the
working class movement organized there in accord with the special circumstances prevailing in
that country, with a .sectarian movement based
upon preconceived ideas elaborated by a central orga~ization and indentical for all countries.

The socialist world policy of the proletariat
and the realization of socialism pre~upposes the
existence of an international fighting organization
capable of action. Such an organization can
only he created by the ceaseless struggle of the
proletariat of each country in opposition to capitalist. class rule. In this struggle, methods and
tactics are determined by the degree of ripeness
of the revolutionary situation. The working class,
during the time when it is still fightini: as a po-

litical minority; within· the bourgeois_· states. cannot limit its methods of action to those of purely
traditional trade ·union and parliamentary strug:gle: or transfer in a mechanical manner to. other
-~ountries the-methods used by workers and pe~sants in more acute revolutionary struggles. . After
the proletariat has conquered power. if the bourgeoisie sabotages or resists the . proletarian
state power, the latter will adopt the method of
dictatorship.
Dictatorship--that is; the application of all the
means of state power of the proletariat when it
has become the ruling class, to counter the resistance which the bourgeoisie may offer to the realization of socialism-is a transitional phase in the
evolution from the capitalist class state to the
socialist commonwealth. If the proletariat ·conquers power by the methods of democracy, then
in the event of the continued resistance on the
part of the bourgeoisie such democratically won
state power will be applied in the form of" dictatorship to break down such opposition. If however, during the period of the decisive struggle for
power democracy is destroyed by the intensity of
the class antagonism, then the workers must assume dictatorship through proletarian class organization. Organi~tion of the dictatorship may
be. according to the condition of the particular
country, along the lines of -workers', soldiers' or
peasants• councils, trade unions, factory councils,
local administrative bodies or other assemblies
peculiar to each nation. Not only the dictatorship
but the structure of the proletarian democracy will
have to depend in the different countries upon
the conditions special to that country.
Just as the bourgeois revolutions in the diff!!rcnt countries were carried out in quite different
forms, so must the proletarian revolutions in dif~rent countries be carried in various forms, because the stage of capitalist development is not
the same in all countries.
On the basis of these common views, inspired
by the spirit of revolutionary socialism. representatives of the following parties have met at
Berne from December 5 to 7, 1920, for a preliminary conference:
The Independent Socialist Party of Germany,
The Socialist Party of Austria,
The Independent Labor Party of Great Britain,
The Socialist Party of Franee.
German Socialist Party of Czecho-Slovakia,
The Socialist Party of Switzerland,
The Social Democratic Labor Party of Russia.
In view of the world reaction which is continually becoming more acute, of the rapid reconstructiQn of the world war of the international fighting front of the bourgeoisie and of the need of
an international action for defense by the-proletarian; as well as to defend revolutionary achievements already gained and for the systematic furthering of revolutionary development; and because of serious divisions of working class force,;
in all countries, which render an effective stru~gle impossible, those who have taken part in thi~
preliminary conference recommend the callin~
of an
International Socialist Conference
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on February 2·2, 1921, at Vienna, AustTia, to
discuss the following provisional agenda:
( I ) Constitution;
( 2) Imperialism and social revolution;
( 3) Methods and organization of the class
struggle;
( 4) The international struggle against counter-revolution.
The _parties represented at this present conference will be entrusted with the task of remaining
in dose touch with one another as a solid organization, of uniting further all the forces of the international proletariat against international capital~m and imperialism-and finally of forming a true
international of the class-conscious proletariat.
All socialist parties which have left the •·second
International'" and stand on the ground of the
principles in this appeal will be admitted to the
conference.
Those intending to take part must announce
their intention before February 1, 192~, to
Friedrich Adler, Rechte Wienzeile 97, Vienna,
Austria.
To prepare the way for the conference a committee consisting of on~ comrade to be named
by the parties oE each of the following parties
will be named: Great Britain, Germany, F ranee,
AustTia and Switzerland. This committee will
submit proposals to the conference covering the
subjects mentioned in the provisional agenda.
Signed:
Friedrich Adler, Vienna: Otto Bauer, Vienna:
Kurt Cermack. T eplitz; Arthur Crispein, Berlin;
George Ledebourl Berlin,
Rudolf Hilferdingl
Berlin; Kurtz Rosenfeld, Berlin; Jcan Longuet,

Paris:· Paul Faure. Paris;' L ·Martov, Moscow;
Paul Graber, Berne; Robert Grim; Ernest Reirthard, Berne; Francis Johnson, London,E. Shinwell; Glascow; R. C. Wallhead, Manchester.
Following the report· ~f the ·Berne Conference
and the receipt of the ·above call for the Conference at Vienna. the National Executive Com-.
mittee at first decided to combine the delegation
to Vienna. ·with the proposed Commission to
Russia and have the same comrades serve upon
both delegations. The idea of sending a commission to Russia was abandoned because of
financial dificulties and also because of .the wicertaint)"' as to whether a committee from our
party would he admitted and the treatment they
would receive in case they were admitted.
After the decission to abandon the Russian
Mission the committee adopted the following:

N. E. C. Motfon No. 17
By Oneal
"That the N. E. C. does not consider it expedient or timely to attempt to send a delegate to
the Vienna Conference because ( I ) the time is
short, (2) because of the financial conditior, of
the party, ( 3) because of the fluctuating opinion
w-ithin party.
··That the Executive Secretary try to get information of the exact status of the party to the
Vienna Congress regarding affiliation and the unusual difficulties we face in sending delegates to
Vienna or a Commission to Russia.••
Submitted Jan. JO-Vote dosed Jan. 22.
Voting •-yes,'' Brand, Hagel, Henry, Melms,
Oneal. Roewer.
Voting ••No," Mailly.

.....

The International Working Union of Socialist Parties
In accordance with the plans formulated at the
Conference at Berne in December, 1920. which
had been called by the Socialist Party of Switzerhmd. a conference was held at Vienna in
February, 19 21 •. at which. was organised The International Working Union of Socialist Parties.
These. represented at the opening olthe Conference by ninety-one delegates were the Socialist
Party of Svitzerland, the Independent Socialist
Party of Germany, the Independent Labour
Party of -Great Britian, the Longuet faction of
the French Party and Socialist Parties of Austria,
Jugo-Slavia, Czecho-Slovakia. Lettland, Russia
(Menshevik) anJ Paole-Zion.
The Committee on credentials consisting of a
representative of each country heard the applications for a·dmission and seated the delegates
from Roumania, Lithuania and Hungary. The
application of the Russian Social Revolutionaries
of the Right was refused, and also that of a
Bulgarian group. The Polish Socialist Party also
applied but was refused.
Letters were read from the Greek, the Argentine and the Finnish Socialist Parties announcing
their •dherance to the Union, and the letter from
our National Offide printed elsew,here in this
issue.

It is impossible to publish the proceednigs of
the conference in full but some of the more important resolutions are given herewith.
Methods and Organization of the Class Struggle
I. The capitalist state, in the first phase of its
development, reserved in most countries all political rights to. the capitalist class. In struggles lasting through decades the working class broke this
dictatorial power of the capitalist class. which was
based on oligarchic constitutions. The capitalist
class no longer dominates the democratic state by
monopolising political rights; it is the economic
power of capital which enables it to direct p1,1blic
opinion, to lead the middle sections of society,
and thus to keep- the proletariat in subjection.
The brutal· cfa.~s-rule of the capitalist class in the
United States. in France, in Great Britain, in
Switzerland, in Germany and so on, proves that
the capitalist class, in the f~rm of democracy,
manages to exercise a dictatorial rule over the
working class.
2. If democracy does not nrean deliverance
for the working class. it affords them a favorable
position in .their struggle for emancipation. It is
in the soil of democracy that all class contrasts
and class snuggles expand. The industrial work•

